
Friends of the West River Trail  
138 Elliot Street 
Brattleboro VT 05301 
 
 

September 21, 2022 
 
Kimberly D. Bose, Esq. Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street, N.E., Room 1A  
Washington, DC 20426 

 
Re: Wilder Dam Project No. 1892 

Bellows Falls Project No. 1855 
Vernon Dam Project No. 1904 

 
Comments by the Friends of the West River Trail-Lower Section on  
Amended Final License Application (hereafter AFLA) dated December 7, 2020 

 

Dear Secretary Bose, 

 
We (The Friends of the West River Trail - Lower Section) are writing to comment on Great River Hydro, 
LLC’s relicensing application for the Wilder, Bellows Falls and Vernon Dam Projects.  This relicensing 
application is to allow Great River Hydro to continue to use the public resource of the Connecticut River to 
produce hydroelectric power.  
 
As the representative of current and future users of the West River Trail, we would like Great River Hydro 
to be required to develop a comprehensive Recreation Management Plan to include enhanced 
recreational benefits at a level commensurate with Great River Hydro’s use of the waters of the West 
River and the Connecticut River.  This management plan should be developed through a collaborative 
process with recreation stakeholders and updated at least every 10 years. 

 
The West River joins the Connecticut River at the Retreat Meadows in Brattleboro, Vermont, seven and 
one-half (7.5) miles north of the Vernon Dam. The impoundment of water caused by the Vernon Dam 
Project extends to this area and approximately one and one-half (1.5) miles upstream on the West River.   
 
Since its inception in 1992, the Friends of the West River Trail has developed almost 20 miles of safe and 
scenic public trails along the West River.  We create, connect, maintain, and advocate for outdoor 
recreational facilities on behalf of individual users as well as for the region, which we believe is positively 
impacted economically by these amenities. Attached is a map showing the existing trail network as well as 
desired connections and extensions in the southern area of the Trail. 
 
After 30 years of planning and implementation, there are still significant gaps in this trail system, and 
these points of non-connection have an effect disproportionate to their size. The mitigation of impacts to 
recreation required of Great River Hydro could make a tremendous impact on the usability of the trail and 
the opportunity for residents and visitors to have access to the West and Connecticut Rivers.  We have 
reviewed the recreation analysis in the Great River Hydro AFLA and ask that these three requests be 
included in the application: 
 
 




